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Gekopieerd uit de bestandscatalogus Early Microscopes:


The pillar of this brass microscope rests on a folding tripod, a limb is attached to the pillar by means of a compass-joint. To the limb are attached from top to bottom: the arm carrying the body tube and lenses (horizontal movement by rack-and-pinion), a square stage (with four holes for accessories); a hinged condenser and substage mirror (both may be moved along the limb). The body tube contains an eyepiece (containing three lenses), field lens and objective. Focusing by moving the stage with rack-and-pinion. This microscopes is stored with its accessories in a flat, rectangular wooden case (7.5x30x44).

The accessories comprise: 6 objectives (numbered 1 to 6), low-power simple lens, 2 high-power simple lenses with protective caps (these fit into the arm carrying the body tube, but also in a separate arm with aquatic movement that may be attached to the stage), 3 lieberkuhn-objectives, additional field lens (made from slightly greenish glass), additional eyepiece (also with three lenses), live-box, magnifier, fish-plate, brass stage insert with a pair of spring clips, spring stage, cone condenser, U-clip for the stage, 3 glass stage inserts, black/white stage insert, cork stage insert, bone talc box, illumination-lens, arm made from 'Musschenbroek' nuts to carry the lenses which fits into a hole on one of the legs of the tripod, arm fitting unto the stage and into which the objectives may be screwed, eyecup for use as a simple microscope, tweezers, wet cell, 2 glass tubes, cleaning wire, [glass stage insert].

In the case there are some exceptional tools for manipulating the objects:

3 stage forceps, 5 preparation-tools (fork, knife, squeezing mandrill and 2 spatula), scissors, lancet (signed SETHER?).

A stand similar to the present one was illustrated in George Adams junior’s Essays on the microscope of 1787 (plate 4, figure 2). This type of microscope may have been developed from the ‘variable microscope’, designed and produced by George Adams senior, of which an illustration appeared in 1770 in John Hill’s The construction of timber.  That microscope differs from the present one in that the limb is connected to the pillar by means of a wheel in stead of a compass-joint. Also in the ‘variable microscope’ the arm carrying the body tube can not be moved in the horizontal plane. 

The substage mirror was missing when Van Seters bought the instrument and a new one was added by him.

Collection Dr W.H. van Seters.

